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INTRODUCTORY  STATSViENT. 


To  the  Chairraan  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953. 

Your  Medical  officer  of  Health  for  that  year,  resided  his 
appointment  late  in  1953  and  his  services  to  the  Authority  terminated 
in  February,  1954. 

in  view  of  the  proposals  made  by  the  V/est  Riding  County  Council 
at  that  time,  proposals  which  involved  the  amalgamation  of  Divisions 
13  and  14  of  the  Divisional  Scheme  of  Administration  of  Health  Services 
in  the  County,  no  permanent  appointment  of  Medical  officer  to  your 
Authority  has  bean  made,  and  I  have  acted  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  the  Borough  of  ossett  and  also  to  the  other  joined  Authorities  in 
Division  13,  that  is,  the  Urban  District  of  Horbury  and  the  Rural 
District  of  Wakefield.  I  have  acted  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Division  13  for  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

Additionally,  i  have  continued  in  my  appointment  of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  Borou^  of  Morley  and  Divisional  Medical  Officer, 
Divisidn  14. 

The  proposals  9f  the  County  Council  are  concerned  almost  exclusive¬ 
ly  with  administration.  No  alteration  or  modification  of  existing 
'Welfare  Services  is  proposed  or  contemplated.  The  two  present  Divisional 
Offices  will  be  merged  in  one  Divisional  Office  and  the  clerical  staffs 
(a  reduced  establishment)  will  attend  at  the  Divisional  Office. 

An  economy  in  Divisional  Medical  Staff  is  proposed,  but  this  again 
is  an  administjfp.tive  economy  and  not  any  curtailment  of  present  essenti?^"^ 
services. 

The  proposal  of  the  County  Council  is  in  accordance  with  as  a 
part  of  a  longer  terra  policy  which  has  been  adopted,  to  reduce,  as  and 
when  the  opportunity  arises,  the  overall  number  of  Divisions  in  the 
area  of  the  Adrainistrative  County  of  the  West  Riding. 

The  proposals  of  the  County  have  been  accepted  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government,  subject  to  a  review  eD^^ly  1955. 

With  reference  to  this  Annual  Report,  the  year  under  review  was  a 
year  in  which  I  personal  knowledge  of  the  detail  of  the  Health 

Services  in  ossett.  Because  of  this,  ray  comments  here  and  in  the  body 
of  the  Report  are  of  necessity,  based  upon  information  afforded  to  me 
either  from  enquiry  or  from  statistics  recorded  in  the  Department. 

Substantially,  the  position  described  in  the  body  of  this  Report 
differs  little  from  the  position  as  indicated  in  your  iinnual  Reports 
for  recent  years. 

Vital  statistics  given  for  Osset  for  the  year  show  little  deviatio^^ 
from  recent  years  and  are  closely  comparable  with  National  Returns. 

in  general  an  improved  and  favourable  trend  is  again  recorded. 

There  is  little  to  comment  on  in  the  incidence?  distribution  and 
trends  of  infectious  diseases  in  1953. 

Measles  was  prevalent  (S37  cases  rep<  rted)  and  this  is  in  accordanc 
■with  general  experience  where  the  disease  tends  to  become  p_evalent 
with  a  new  group  of  susceptible  coming  to  the  usual  age  contracting 
this  disease.  There  was  some  prevalence  of  Vhooping  Cou^  (31  cases 
reported)  and  a  lesser  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  (15  cases). 
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IS  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  to  the  Department.  Food 
Poisoning  has  become  a  more  common  disease  in  recent  years  and  the  numbers 
of  outbreaks  in  the  country  tend  to  increase. 

This  is  related  to  chai  gad  habits  of  taking  meals  and  also  of 
preparing  meals. 

Of  the  cases  which  came  under  observation,  in  no  case  was  serious 
illness  reported  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  rather  low  figures  for  Diptheria  immuni¬ 
sation  (again  referred  to  in  the  Report). 

protective  treatment  against  I'ihooping  Cough  is  now  available 
children  up  to  4  years  of  age  and  the  County  Council  have  now  a  scheme 
approved,  to  offer  protective  treatment  against  Tuberculosis  (B.C.G. 
vaccination)  to  selected  groups  of  school  children  (children  in  the 
13  year  of  age). 

_A11  of  the  V/elfare  Services  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  have 
continued  in  efficient  operation  during  1953  and  itfe  noted  that  the 
Divisional  establishraent  of  Home  Helps  has  again  been  increased. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  see  that  the  returns  for  the  Ante-  and  Post- 
Natal  Clinics  in  Ossett,  show  that  attendances  have  been  well  maintained 
during  1953.  unfortunately,  in  many  Local  Authority  Maternity  Clinics, 
attendances  have  been  falling  away,  mainly  because  of  alternative 
arrangements  for  expectant  mothers  which  have  been  made  through  the 
National  Health  Service. 

Finally,  a  reference  to  houses;  the  National  policy  now  requires 
a  greater  attention  to  be  paid  to  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses.  Local 
Authorities  are  required  to  report  in  1955  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
local  housing  position  and  also  to  submit  proposals  for  dealing  with 
unfit  houses,  related  to  a  period  of  years. 

A  detailed  re-survey  of  the  Borou^  will  be  called  for  and  a  schedule 
prepared  of  the  unfit  houses.  At  the  same  time,  proposals  will  have  to 
be  made  in  the  general  frame-work  of  the  Ministry’s  approved  housing 
allocation  and  of  local  building  resources. 


in  conclusion,  l  vash  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  understanding 
and  support  during  the  period  I  have  served  the  Ossett  Authority  and  to 
express  my  thanks  to  my  colleagues  for  their  ready  and  helpful  co-operatio’ 


I  am, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


FREDERICK  G.E.  HILL. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
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GMER^'O.  STATIb'ilGS  OE  TxaE  DISTRICT, 


ARE/1  I"  3,332  acres. 

POPULATION  RGListrar-Greiieral' s  estiieate,  ...id.  1933 

14 , 500 . 

Nuraber  of  iiiJiabited  houses  (accordinc  to  rate  boohs):-  4,832. 
Rateable  value  (Daceuber  3rd.  1953) 
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CAUSES  OE  DEATH  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  . 


TABLE  II 


NET  DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  2. 
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TABLE  III 


STATISTICS  FOR  THE  DISTRICT,  1948  -  1953. 


I 

population 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

( 

infant 

Deaths 

infant 

Flo  r  tali  tj- 
Rate . 

Still 

Birth 

Rate. 

1948 

14,690 

18.7 

11.4 

7 

26 

35 

1949 

14,720 

16.0 

13.9 

9 

38 

25 

1950 

14,800 

15.9 

14.7 

16 

68 

45 

1951 

14,480 

15.4 

16.0 

6 

26.9 

» 

13 

1952 

14,440 

19.9 

14.2 

13 

45.3 

13.7 

1953 

14 , 500 

15.8 

12.2  , 

1 

2 

8.7 

45.8 
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bxilH'/ICaS  lU  TJHE  BOUUUah. 


L...BOiiATOHY  EAOILITIEo. 


Ba  .plos  Gild  spoci^-oas  t:ik;Gn  for  exar aiaation ,  bact-ariolOoioal 
£aKi  cnc.uical,  arc  sent  to  tiie  public  Health  Laboratory  at  hakeficld. 
Tais  public  health  La’ooratory  is  housed  in  tae  County  I.edical  officer’s 
Departiuent  at  kralcefield,  A  i.dde  variety  of  spaci  eiis  are  seat  to 
this  laboratory  for  exadnation.  Tney  include  vjater  ssn.iplcs,  food 
samples,  £uad  speci'-ieas  obtained  frou  patients,  caiefly  in  connection 
vdtii  the  diaj:iosis  .and  control  of  iafectious  diseases.  I’lio  facilities 
of  tnis  laboratory  ere  alasays  freely  available  to  the  tlcaltii  Oepart- 
i'ient  Staffs  of  Local  Authorities,  The  otaff  of  tiie  Ceparuuent  co¬ 
operates  vdth  tne  Health  Cepartment  Staff,  \,ath  advice  and  in  otnar 
v,iay  s . 


/iiuBLLidjCE  PACILIldES. 


Tne  ambulancG  service,  for  infectious  and  for  t^nneral  illness, 
is  provided  by  the  Local  -ealth  Authority  -  tnat  is,  the  hast  lliciint: 
County  Council* 


Huriiio  the  year  under  review,  this  a^nbulance  service  has  been 
able  to  laeet  all  local  calls,  and  consequently  has  been  adequate  and 
efficient  in  so  far  as  this  area  is  concerned. 


loOLATIUH  HOSPITAL  ACCO..SiOD/vTIOH. 


Cases  of  infectious  illness  occurrint:;  in  Ossett  and  roquirins 
,-.os:dtal  treatnent  arc  in  scneral  addtted  to  the  Snapethorpe 
isolation  nosoital,  '"ahofield.  iidditionally ,  nneo^.a uocla tion  is  avail¬ 
able,  when  special  indications  for  this  exist,  at  oeacroft  isolation 


iiosdital,  Leeds,  and  else’.uiere.  In  sonc  oases,  where  remedial  after- 


treaheent  is  necessary,  cases  arc  sent  or  transferred  fro;..  Isolation 
Hospital  to  the  Ortnopaedic  unit  at  idnderfields  Hospital. 


There  has  been  no  Ui'idue  incidence  of  infectious  illiiess  diiriiii 
tne  year  under  review  and  the  provision  of  hospit.nl  beds  has  been 
quite  adequate  for  the  ceases  requiring  hospital  isolation  or 
treat,  .en  t , 


U  liliiAL  HO  BPI T/OL  aG  C  0.  JA’ fl  Oi.f . 


patients  fron  this  area  are  achiitted  to  the  County  0.cneral 
Hoox^ital  at  Btaincliffe  ;ind  to  'the  '^cneral  iuid  special  Hosfjitals  in 
the  neioi'ibourin^..  Comity  "^>orouJis  and  elsewhere. 


There  is  satisfactory  accoiiU'.o nation  available  for  acute  sick 


'  COO 

socurihH 


and  for  eiueracncy  sick  cases,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in 


beds  for  tiiese  patients. 


.1th  regard  to  elderly  chronic  sick,  ia.provcamm  ts  in  the  arranc,e- 
.i.chts  for  'uhe  adii.ission  of  such  patients  has  been  effected  and  ^ne 
systeL.-.  of  acL-lssion  on  priorities  determined  by  a  s^ior  mci.iber  oi 
trie  Hospital  Htaff  \vould  appear  to  have  been  effective  in  ifiprovinn 
the  Dosition. 


Part  III  aocoruwodation  still  ren.ains  a  more  difficult  probleru, 
althouji  here  tne  position  has  been  eased  to  some  da(^ee  by  the 
increased  establishment  of  Eorme  Helps  now  available  for  e^iployr'ien t 
in  the  houies  of  the  elderly  infirm  rmd  elderly  enronio  sick. 


\ 


Iioxie  "uraliiG  acrvicca  are  provided  by  the  best  Riding  Couiity 
Council  and  at  present  0  L'Oiuc  .;;urses  are  allocated  to  jivision  12 
Oi  viiiOxi  R  ^  are  resident  aid  *:.ainly  aiiployed  in  ossett.  ihorc  is 
one  v.'.aole-tiuiG  Relief  Rurse  ''■dio  xjorks  throuji  the  Division, 

;ie  cams  m  ciiij;  Div^2.3ional  0^^  ice  sno.^  bxitit  die  JiOi.^c  li^rses 
attended  individual  cases  (luring  the  year  anc.  that  5,fr.i  visits 
v;ere  u.adc  to  these  282  cases. 

A  snmary  of  the  vork  carried  out  is  slioun  in  tno  follov.’inr, 

table 

i -Af U R.ijj  bi  '-.>.1. vD_;.i) «  x\i Ui  .ii3 jijR  fRihxf ii»D» 

hedical  conditions .  175 

ouroical  conditions . 102 

Infectious  diseases. . 1 

Tuberculosis . 2 

yaternity .  1 

7.V. .~  .v.';7's£^ 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  General  arranncr.ents  for  this 
service  in  the  year  under  revieiv. 

■  -ATjaiTITi  joYl/ICRh. 

(a)  institutional. 

.  atexviity  ciises  'A'lntinu  iiistitutional  acco...iaOdation  are,  for  the 
’.ost  part,  adi-iitted  to  Staincllffc  Couiity  hospital. 

Tncre  is  accornModatioji  available  in  other  lyin.G-in  institutions 
and  all  oEitients  renuestinh  this  accori’.odation  xiave  head  bookings  in 
1952. 

Accox/VLodation  is  alv.’ays  readily  available  for  GvierGGncy  cases, 
tmd  txiis  has  been  the  position  during  the  year  G^ain. 

There  v-erc  2/1-0  notified  births  in  1952  a^id  of  tliesc  122  vvere 
accoiuiodated  in  insti fcutional  beds  -  a  oercentauG  of  51,2.  Tnis 
sxiov.'s  a  sliip'it  fallrhio  away  froi_  last  year’s  fitPire  of  55.2  sixiilarly 
aoco.  i.io dated . 

The  averahe  catered  for  in  the  provision  of  beds  is  'X)/  >  altiioin  ’ 
tncre  has  been  a  tendency  in  recent  years  for  the  nu:iber_to  inereasa. 
This  tendency  has  been  disoournoCd,  but  bad  housixiy.  conditic.j.s ,  over- 
crow'dinG,  axid  lack  of  doxiestic  aiienitios  in  xaany  areas,  will  continue 
to  influence  local  denarid  for  sox-.e  tLue  yet. 

( b )  Donic iliary  kidwifery . 

'This  aGain  is  a  respOxisibility  of  the  Local  Health  Authority, 
fro^  the  Divisional  Staff,  three  kidwdves  are  attacned  to  Qssett  and 
one  re  si  d  exit  in  the  iBorou^li. 

There  were  117  do.niciliary  conf incident s  in  1952,  reprosentinG 
4S,o;  of  bne  total  births  notified. 

All  liidv’ivGS  T’^orkiiii.  in  the  xBorouGh  are  trained  in  thc^use^of 
Gas  and  air  ah.  .inistration  for  conf  i.-iciionts  and  tnis  was  on  area  co 
all  tile  cases  GOiifinc'I  at.  hoxie . 


T/iere  were  91  acceptances  of  this  treat. 'eexit  in 
under  review  here. 


the  117  cases 
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.  Tlie  pre-natal ^  ^la  post-xiatal  clinics  for  Ossett  residents  are 
nela  lysekly  in  Croft  Tiouse  (x^’riday  afternoon  sessions).  Tiie 
at tcndejiccs  ( incluaint:,  average  attcnciences)  uere  i^ood  j-md.  nell 
SLouij.iri.cd  tiiroUtpiGU. b  fc.ue  year.  patients  abtexiciinei  are  expectant 
;_o  LixCiij  booxxcci  X.  or  In st i  cutionc.1  co.ni ine.  .u.3u.  ts  as  v.’ell  as  xx-odiers 
booked  for  ho.-xo  conf  ixia  ..ents . 


144  individual  c.xpcct£:nt  atners  attended  durii-.i  tiia 
year  and  xuade  a  total  of  do?  attendances. 


TkssG  iii_jUres  re.,  cr  specifically  to  pre-natiil  .at  tendances  * 

^0  post-natal  patients  attcjaded  and  x  ado  ?,Z  total  at  tendruicos. 


It  is  pointsvd  out  licro  tnat  attendcuices  set  Local  Aut.hority 
nre-^and  post-natal  G?uinics  are  fallinp,  due  te  tile  alternative 
provision  nadc  for  expectiont  u,oti,iers  under  tlic  fational  Mealtii 
Service  Act, 


I.a^  L.nny  cases  expecteuit  .no  tiers  receive  tb.io  care  lr.i  .hospitals 
ulicre  tlicy  e;re  cooked  for  tiieir  conf ii'MiiLexits  and  ixi  otiicr  c.ases  tney 
receive  tnis  care  froji  tneir  o\n  doctors  as  an  additional  bG.acfit 
under  tlie  pational  Hcaltd  Service. 


aTLRISinL  iuPTiOxITy 


L'o  deatii  uas  recorded  in  19 5d  and  consccucn tly  .no  cojiparison 
vritn  jjational  deturns  cm  be  i-Ude.  in  any  year  uhere  a  i.i.atcrnal 
deatxi  occurs,  ov;i.Qi;i  to  txic  relativclp  a.uill  nii-ber  of  aiunual  births, 
tiic  co..-4)aritivG  fi._urc  appears  an  uiiuuly  hipLi  one. 


Pd. in.  ix  .i.L  dxj  AxiPi  So  . 


■prGx..ature  babies  are  babies  born  uitii  a  birth  ueijit  of  lbs. 
and  uiidcr.  ouc.n  infants  are  sicecially  succGotible  to  risks  of  early 
life  and  Pxave  a  hi^i  death  rate  unless  special  provisioxi  for  care 


and  nursin. 


nven .  ‘fo  ensure  this,  certai.n  .  -.idr-jives  are  specially 


brained  in  'the  care  of  preiaature  infmts  and  arc  on  iMiediatG  call 
to  take  over  such  nursine>  care,  loavin.:;,  the  cure  of  hie  luother  to 
the  nidvdfe  originally  in  attendance. 


Additionally,  special  nursing  ecjuipient  (a  cot,  special  heatin^ 
arr mGefuents ,  oxygen,  etc*)  is  kept  available  for  the  iinaediate  use 
of  the  nurses  in  dealing  uibh  these  infaiits  unen  they  arc  born  in 
do.fuiciliary  practice. 


Belov.'  is  uiven  a  Table  shouinL.,  the  prai-aturc  infants  v.hlch  uer: 
notified  to  the  nealth  jjerjartnent  in  19a2  (including  still-births 
uhich  were  den-ed  to  be  erenaturc). 


IraadT 
:  1 


J^^o,  Of  PdxI...ATbAh  BIRThS.  I  j 

’jQTc,j  jjQRi'j  i)xiti\A  hLx-...3..jH  jJfa''  cr  x'iLi  .ijiii.l'i 
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CNIj^ANT  ^/ELFARB  GLIMC. 


This  clinic,  which  is  held  for  infaats  from  birth  up  to  school 
age,  is  established  in  Croft  House. 

Dr.  Goad  attends  each  session  to  see  parents  and  to  examine  the 
infants  and  toddlers  attending,  and  to  offer  advice  to  the  mothers. 

There  is  a  helpful  and  efficient  Voluntary  Committee  \jho  help 
in  the  social  work  of  this  clinic. 

During  the  year  1953,  a  total  of  598  children  were  in  attend¬ 
ance.  Tbese  were  individual  children  and  of  these  the  under  1  year 

of  age  children  made  a  total  of  . .  2,975  attendances 

and  the  over  1  year  of  age  toddlers  made  a  total  of 

.  1,542  attendances 

a  grnad  total  of  . 4,517  attendances^ 

These  figures  indicate  well  the  useful  vrark  carried  on  at  this 
infant  Vfelfare  Centre. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Cases  of  Venereal  Diseases  are  reported  to  the  Health  Department 
from  time  to  time. 

Free  treatment  and  advice  is  readily  and  freely  available  at 
General  and  Special  Hospitals  in  the  neighbouring  County  Borough  of 
Dewsbury  and  of  7/akefield  and  also  in  Leeds. 

Treatment  is  confidential  and  free  of  cost  to  the  patient. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

At  the  31st  December,  1953,  the  nu-iber  of  children  in  the  schools 
in  ossett  is  recorded  as  2,449. 

This  is  a  slight  decrease  from  the  figure  for  1952  which  was 
2,554. 


MEDI  CAL  IN  SPEC  TE  ONS . 

periodic  and  other  inspections  were  carried  out  in  the  various 
schools  in  the  Borough  and  a  summary  of  this  work  is  shown  in  the 
following  table 


SCHOOL o 


imiBER 


OF 


NO.  OF  CHILDREN  SEEN. 


i  SESSIONS. 

ROUTINE 

1  NON 

1  ROUTINE 

South  ossett  C.  of  E, 

9 

147 

31 

Gawthorpe  infants 

9 

151 

1  23 

Gawthorpe  Mixed 

6 

111 

15 

Southdale  Sec.  Modern 

2 

57 

— 

Holy  Trinity  infants 

c/ 

56 

12 

Southdale  infants 

3 

58 

38 

St.  ingatius'  R.C. 

2 

17 

24 

Spa  Street 

2 

15 

Flush dyke 

1 

20 

— 

37 

631 

158 

\ 
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1953,  periodic  inspections  were  carried  out  in  three  age  groups  - 
entrants,  an  intermediate  ghoup  at  11  years,  and  school  leavers. 

It  is  proposed,  in  future  years,  to  include  a  fourth  periodic 
group  inspection,  related  to  the  age  of  leaving  the  infant  school. 

Additionally,  further  inspection  groups  will  be  included  in 
periodic  examinations  carried  out  at  the  Grammar  School  at  ossett.  This 
will  be  referred  to  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1954. 

Nutrition . 


A 

B 

C 

(Good) 

(Normal) 

(poor) 

Entrants 

52 

267 

26 

2nd  Age  Group 

29 

165 

16 

3rd  Age  Group 

17 

58 

1 

98 

490 

43 

(15.53;) 

(77.65;) 

(6.82:; 

Cleanliness  inspection. 

school  Nurses  visit  the  various  schools  once  in  each  term  and 
examine  each  child  in  attendance  for  verminous  or  uncleanly  condition. 

i^ere  children  are  found  to  be  uncleanly  or  verminous?  the  parents 
are  informed  and  treatment  may  be  offered  or  advised. 

l;\here  verminous  conditions  are  found  and  the  child  is  thought  to  be 
a  possible  source  of  infection  to  other  children,  then  the  child  is 
excluded  from  school  attendance.  In  bad  cases,  cleansing  of  verminous 
children  is  undertaken  by  the  Local  Health  Authority,  or  other  measures 
taken. 


The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the 
School  Nurses  in  this  connection  during  the  year  and  a  statement  of  the 
findings  from  these  inspections 

CLEANLINESS. 


SCHOOL,  1 

NO .  of 
children 
on  register. 

No .  of 
individual 
children  found 
to  be  infested. 

percentage 
of  individual 
children 
infested. 

19  52 

1953 

Southdale  Modern 

631 

12 

1.6  1 

1.85 

St.  ingatius’  R,C.  1 

106 

2 

- 

1.88 

spa  Street  j 

159 

9 

4.11 

5.66 

Plush dyke  I 

246 

11 

3.21 

4.47 

South  ossett 

226 

13 

2.11 

5.75 

Gawthorpe  County 

40  5 

30 

8.42 

7.41 

Holy  Trinity  C.E. 

326 

10 

- 

3.26 

SCHOOL  CLINIC, 


Sessions  Attendances . 


219 

An  average  of  17  per  session. 


3855 


bCHOQL  CLINIC  ^NRVICES. 


There  is  a  Central  School  Clinic  at  Croft  House,  Ossett. 

The  clinic  provides  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailmoits* 

This  clinic  is  used  for  the  special  examinations  of  children  which 
have  to  be  carried  out  from  time  to  time  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the 
Authority. 

Additionally  there  is  a  Specialist  Eye  Clinic  where  refractions  are 
undertaken. 

Tiiere  are  no  facilities  for  Ultra  violet  Light  treatment  or  other 
special  or  specialist  clinics,  but  there  is  a  speech  Therapist  of  the 
Local  Health  Authority  who  attends  part-time  for  the  treatment  of  child¬ 
ren  from  the  whole  of  Division  13* 

Also  in  Croft  House  provision  is  made  for  the  infant  Welfare  Centre 
and  for  Pre-  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 

It  is  recorded  that  S71  sessions  were  held  for  the  minor  ailment 
treatment  and  general  clinic  in  1953  and  that  there  were  4,olO  attend¬ 
ances  of  children  for  inspection  or  for  treatment,  an  average  of  15 
attendances  on  each  clinic  session. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

A^ain  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  Establishiiient  of  Home  Helps 
authorised  by  the  County  and  approved  by  the  Ministry. 

There  is  a  considerable  demand  for  the  services  of  Home  Helps  and 
no  doubt  this  service  will  continue  to  expand. 

The  demand  is  largely  for  maternity  cases,  either  institutional  or 
domiciliary,  and  for  the  elderly  infirm  or  chronic  sick. 

In  the  case  of  ttie  elderly  infirm  and  chronic  sick,  the  effective 
provision  of  Home  Help  is  a  considerable  factor  in  ensuring  economy  at 
a  difficult  time  with  Institutional  beds. 

Tile  services  of  Home  Helps  available  were  allocated  in  Ossett  during 


the  year  1953  as  follows 

Tuberculosis .  1 

Chronic  sick  .  72 

Maternity  .  33 

Other  unclassified  .  18 


124 


METi'TAL  HEALTH . 

There  were  eight  mentally  defective  persons  under  statutory  super¬ 
vision  in  their  own  homes  on  31st  December,  1953.  Three  other  def ecti''’’'^'" 
were  under  voluntary  supervision  until  November  when  one  was  found  to 
have  removed  and  could  not  be  traced  and  another  had  to  be  re-adi/xitt ed 
to  hospital  because  of  unsatisfactory  conduct.  A  second  patient  was 
admitted  to  hospital  because  his  parents  were  dead  and  adequate  home 
care  could  not  be  provided. 

Seven  patients  referred  from  mental  hospitals  for  after-care  were 
visited  until  their  recovery  vjas  complete. 
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SECTION 


C. 


SANITARY  CIRCIJMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


( a)  Water  Sunnlv. 


There  are  two  water  supplies; 
from  a  well  and  additionally  water 


^  the  Pildacre  V/orks  supplies 
is  obtained  from  Batley  Corporatioi 


•p-por.  arrangement  whereby  water  can  be  obtained 

City.  Supply  of  local  circumstances  call  for  this 
additional  water. 


During  1953  there  has 
which  have  been  sufficient 


been  no  difficulty  with  water  supplies, 
in  quantity  and  satisfactory  in  quality. 


22  samples_of  the  mains  water  were  submitted  for  analysis: 
for  bacteriological  and  11  for  chemical  examination. 


11 


in  respect  of  all  of  the  22  samples, 
received. 


satisfactory  reports  were 


All  houses  in  the  Borough  (4,832)  are  now  on  mains  supply. 


(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Borough  is  satisfactorily  served  and  except  for  some  small 
areas,  all  houses  and  premises  are  connected  to  the  mains  sewers. 

Improvements  and  extensions  in  1953  included  the  extension  to 
the  Council  Estate  (Manor  Lane). 

Additional  manholes  have  been  constituted. 


(c )  Housing. 

Again  1953,  the  housing  policy  of  the  Council  in  respect  of 
unfit  houses  has  been  continued  it  is  recorded  that  in  1953, 

representations  were  made  in  respect  of  34  houses  and  during  the 
year  23  unfit  houses  were  actually  demolished. 

The  position  with  re^rd  to  overcrowding  has  improved  during 
the  year. 
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( b )  Notifiable  Infeotious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis . 


Gases  were  notified  to  the  Department  in  1953  as  follows*- 
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Diphtheria  Immunization. 

Again,  this  vjork;  has  been  proceeding  in  the  Borough,  but 
unfortunately  with  falling  numbers  of  acceptances  and  treatments. 

During  1953,  188  children  received  a  full  treatment  and  219 
children  received  a  reinforcing  or  booster  treatment  -  generally 
at  the  commencement  of  school  life  when  a  higher  rate  of  infection 
_s  presumed  to  exist. 

In  1952,  249  children  received  a  full  treatment  and  292 
received  reinforcing  doses. 

fhe  present  position  is  that  58^c  of  the  child  population  is 
now  presumed  to  be  protected  against  diphtheria  infection  as 
compared  with  60i  shown  in  the  last  Annual  Report, 

'^Hese  figures  are  too  low  for  adeq_uate  orotection  but  never¬ 
theless  they  represent  the  response  to  intensive  personal  and  other 
or  op  agenda . 

In  the  absence  of  cf^ses  of  diphtheria,  and  this  bas  been  the 
eosibion  for  some  time  now,  some  falling  off  in  mumbers  has  been 
the  general  experience  in  the  country. 
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Yaccin^'tion  against  SihrIIdox, 


Vaccin?) ti ons  of  local  residents  during  the  year,  recorded  in 
the  Divisional  Office  amounted  to  277, 

Additionally  177  persons  were  re-vaccinated  during  1953. 

In  1952  there  wore  26  nrimary  vaccinations  and  9  re-vaccinations 

Summary  of  vaccinations,  1953:- 


Prima ry  .  Under  1  year  of  age  32 

Aged  1  -  4  years  77 

Aged  5  -15  years  79 

15  years  and  over  89 

Total  277 

Re-vaccinations  177 

Total  454 


This  sudden  jump  in  numbers  in  1953  is  related  of  course  to  the 
outbreak  of  severe  smallpox  in  the  West  Riding  in  1953  vjhe  n  there 
was  a  num.ber  of  cases  and  a  high  death  rate. 

No  case  of  smallpox  occurred  in  Ossett  and  consequently  the 
figure  of  454  vaccinations  is  low  relative  to  the  resident  population 

In  areas  where  cases  did  occur,  the  percentage  of  the  resident 
population  seeking  protective  treatment  was  much  higher. 

P ood  Poisoning . 

Twelve  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported.  Six  of  the  cases 
represented  an  extension  of  an  outbreak  which  occurred  in  a  neighbour 
ing  County  Borough.  The  infecting  organism,  in  these  cases  was 
Salmonella  Typhi -Murium. 

The  oases  were  not  of  a  very  severe  type  and  no  death  occurred. 

The  further  cases  coming  to  notice  were  more  obscure  -  in  these 
mild  symptoms  and  illness  only  were  reported  and  no  organism  res¬ 
ponsible  was  identified. 
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SECTION  D. 


. Prevalence  of  and  Control  o^r  Infectious  Diseases. 
Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases,  including  Tuberculosis. 

( a )  Tuberculosi s . 


16  new  cases  of  nulmonary  and  non-pulmona ry  taberculosis  wei^ 
notified  in  1953. 

The  following  table  is  an  analysis  of  these  cases:- 


Males  Female  s  Tptal 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  6  2  8 

Non-DUlmonary  Tuberculosis  04  4 

6  6  12 


A  number  of  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year 
either  through  removal  or  death  or  othemA/ise  on  the  advice  of  the 


Chest  Physicians; 

Males  Females  Total 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  96  15 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  23  5 

11  9  20 


The  followiiLg  table  shows  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  yeart- 


Males  Females  Total 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  22  12  34 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberoulosisll._  16  27 

33  28  61 


There  is  no  Chest  Clinic  in  Ossett  and  patients  from  this  area 
artend  the  clinics  j.n  Dewsbury  and  in  Wakefield.  These  clinics  are 
conducted  by  the  Consultant  Chest  Physician  Staff  of  the  Hospital 
Foard  and  a  close  working  liaison  exists  between  the  Clinics  and 
the  Divisional  Office, 

Domiciliary  visiting  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors 
the  Local  Health  Authority,  and  domiciliary  supervision  and 
care  is  similarly  exercised. 

Recently  a  scheme  has  been  adopted  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority  and  approved  by  the  Ministry,  whereby  protective  treat¬ 
ment  of  a  further  selected  group  will  be  undertaken  with  B.C.O. 
Vaccine.  The  selected  group  referred  to  is  that  of  schoolchildren 
ill  the  year  before  they  w'ould  normally  leave  school,  that  is  when 
biiey  are  aged  13  years.  The  choice  of  this  year  was  determined 
by  the  high  incidence  rate  of  tuberculosis  in  young  adolescents 
and  by  the  full  year  follovjing  B.C  .C-.  immunization  during  which 
those  treated  vjould  be  under  a. close  medical  supervision  from  the 
Department’s  Medical  Staff. 
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